
Museo Nazionale 
d’Arte Medievale e Moderna 
MIC / DIREZIONE REGIONALE MUSEI NAZIONALI TOSCANA

Via di San Lorentino, 8

The museum showcases several significant works by Giorgio 
Vasari. Among them is the grand painting "The Banquet of 
Esther and Ahasuerus" from the refectory of Badia delle Sante 
Flora e Lucilla, notable for its dynamic composition and rich 
details. Another prominent piece is the "Camaiani Altarpiece," 
characterized by the refinement typical of Vasari’s Mannerist 
style. The museum also houses the "Saint Roch Altarpiece" 
and both sides of a processional banner commissioned by 
the Compagnia di San Rocco, highlighting the importance of 
religious commissions in Vasari’s work and his connection to 
Arezzo.

Museo del Palazzo di Fraternita
Piazza Grande

The connection between Giorgio Vasari and the Fraternita 
dei Laici is documented by numerous correspondences 
in the institution’s historical archive and the many 
commissions he received. The museum hosts several of 
these documents, such as the letter from the Rectors dated 
July 19, 1572, commissioning Vasari to design the Loggias, 
and the document confirming the Grand Duke’s approval. 
Additionally, there are records of his life, from his baptismal 
certificate to his will dated May 25, 1568. The museum 
displays the famous wooden model of the Loggias and 
documents showing the "Vasarian" idea of bringing water to 
Piazza Grande, a project leading to the construction of the 
"Vasarian" aqueduct.

Museo Diocesano di Arte Sacra
Piazza del Duomo

The museum houses several fine works by Giorgio Vasari. 
Notable among these are the 1548 banner of the Compagnia 
di San Giovanni de’ Peducci, featuring the "Preaching of St. 
John the Baptist" on one side and the "Baptism of Christ" 
on the other, and the 1557 "Madonna of Mercy," a silk work 
commissioned by the Fraternita dei Laici that was part of 
a processional canopy. Additionally, the "Mysteries of the 
Rosary" from the second half of the 16th century, originating 
from the sacristy of the Basilica of San Domenico, are 
attributed to Vasari’s circle and possibly executed by a 
collaborator.

Museo di Casa Vasari
MIC / DIREZIONE REGIONALE MUSEI NAZIONALI TOSCANA

Via XX Settembre, 55

Purchased in 1541, Giorgio Vasari’s residence celebrates the 
thought and art of the renowned artist. Vasari personally 
executed the decorations of the rooms on the main floor, 
initiating an iconographic program that celebrates the 
artist’s role, using mythological, biblical, and allegorical 
references in the panel paintings, coffered ceilings, and walls. 
The rooms, richly frescoed by Vasari and his collaborators, 
house a valuable Mannerist art collection. The museum also 
hosts the Vasari Archive, which preserves autograph writings, 
notes, memories, and correspondences with illustrious 
figures, providing a valuable source for the study of 16th-
century art and culture.

A renowned Mannerist painter, architect, biographer, and the 
first historian of modern art, Giorgio Vasari is a central figure of 
the late Renaissance and an influential intellectual of his time. 
Born in Arezzo on July 30, 1511, the son of a textile merchant, 
he began his apprenticeship with Guillaume de Marcillat and 
continued his studies in Florence, working in the workshop of 
Andrea del Sarto and attending Baccio Bandinelli’s drawing 
academy. After the Medici were expelled and his father died in 
1527, he returned to Arezzo, creating works for local patrons. 
In 1529, he went back to Florence, learning goldsmithing 
in Vittore Ghiberti’s workshop and, between 1531 and 1532, 
studying Raphael and Michelangelo’s works in Rome. After 
Duke Alessandro de’ Medici’s assassination in 1537, he left the 
Medici court and traveled across Italy, painting significant 
works. In 1541, he bought a house in Arezzo, working on its 
interior decorations until 1548. Returning to Rome in 1545, he 
worked for Alessandro Farnese and published "The Lives of 
the Most Excellent Painters, Sculptors, and Architects" in 1550. 
From 1554, he was the favored artist of Cosimo I de’ Medici. 
In Florence, he founded the Academy of Art and Design in 
1563 and completed major architectural projects, including 
the renovation of Palazzo Vecchio, the restructuring of Santa 
Croce and Santa Maria Novella, the Uffizi Palace, and the Vasari 
Corridor. His later works include the Studiolo of Francesco I de’ 
Medici, Palazzo delle Logge in Arezzo, the frescoes in the Sala 
Regia of the Vatican, and the dome of Santa Maria del Fiore. He 
died in Florence on June 27, 1574, and was buried in the Church 
of Santa Maria della Pieve in Arezzo.

Giorgio Vasari,
aretine painter and architect
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Museo Archeologico Nazionale 
Gaio Cilnio Mecenate 
e Anfiteatro romano
MIC / DIREZIONE REGIONALE MUSEI NAZIONALI TOSCANA

Via Margaritone, 10

In the Roman section of the museum, which houses the 
world’s largest collection of terra sigillata known as Arretina 
vasa or "coral vases" for their coral-red color, a room 
illustrates Giorgio Vasari’s ties to his homeland. Through 
literary references, documents, and artifacts, it highlights 
his grandfather Giorgio di Lazzaro, a potter whose profession 
inspired the name "Vasari." Among the displayed antiquities 
is a reproduction of the Chimera, which Vasari considered a 
prime example of Etruscan art.
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Vasari Itineraries
MUSEUMS

Museo di Casa Vasari
Via XX Settembre, 55 

Museo Nazionale d’Arte  
Medievale e Moderna
Via San Lorentino, 8

Museo del Palazzo 
di Fraternita 
Piazza Grande

Museo Diocesano
di Arte Sacra
Piazza del Duomo, 1

Museo Archeologico
Gaio Cilnio Mecenate 
e Anfiteatro Romano  
Via Margaritone, 10

BUILDINGS AND WORKS

Palazzo delle Logge
The most impressive building 
in Piazza Grande, also known 
as Logge Vasari, redefines 
the square’s urban layout. 
Inspired by the Uffizi Gallery, 
also designed by Giorgio 
Vasari, it features a long 
portico under which are 
the entrances to old shops, 
characterized by typical 
display ledges for showcasing 
products.
Piazza Grande

Acquedotto Vasariano
Hydraulic engineering work 
that brings water from the 
hills of Arezzo to Piazza 
Grande. Commissioned by the 
Fraternita dei Laici, Giorgio 
Vasari conducted feasibility 
studies and defined the 
project concept. The aqueduct 
is located north of the city 
and can also be seen from the 
Fortezza Medicea.
Via di San Fabiano

Gabled Bell Tower of the 
Palazzo di Fraternita
Between 1549 and 1550, 
based on a design by Giorgio 
Vasari, the gabled bell tower 
was added to the facade of 
the palace. In 1552, it housed 
the precious astronomical 
clock by Felice Salvatore 
da Fossato, which is still 
functioning today.
Piazza Grande

CHURCHES

Duomo
George Vasari designs the base 
for the monumental organ of 
the cathedral.
Piazza del Duomo, 1

Chiesa SS Annunziata
Inside it is found the 
"Deposition of Christ", a youthful 
work created between 1536 
and 1537. The painting exhibits 
many typical characteristics of 
Mannerism and is influenced 
by the "Deposition" painted by 
Rosso Fiorentino. 
Via Garibaldi, 185

Badia di Santa Flora 
e Lucilla 
The main altar, designed by 
Vasari, is a significant example 
of his Mannerist style and 
architectural skills. Next to the 
altar, one admires the Albergotti 
Altarpiece, depicting the 
Assumption and Coronation of 
the Virgin Mary.
Piazza della Badia, 3

Chiesa della Misericordia 
Here is a banner painted by 
Vasari in 1573 depicting the 
Holy Trinity. It is one of his last 
works, created before his death. 
Via Garibaldi

Pieve di Santa Maria
The church where Giorgio Vasari 
was brought upon his death 
and where he is believed to be 
buried. Here stood the family 
altar, later moved to the Badia 
di Santa Flora e Lucilla. 
Corso Italia, 7

Basilica di San Francesco
The basilica houses the 
frescoes of the "Legend of the 
True Cross," one of Piero della 
Francesca’s masterpieces. 
About 60 years after Piero’s 
death in 1492, Giorgio Vasari, 
in his role as an art historian, 
published "The Lives of the Most 
Excellent Painters, Sculptors, 
and Architects" in 1550. Vasari 
provides a detailed description 
of the church’s frescoes and 
celebrates Piero not only as a 
painter of extraordinary talent 
but also as a mathematician of 
exceptional intellect.
Piazza San Francesco


